NEW JERSEY SENATE

BARBARA BUONO COMMITTEES:
SENATE MAJORITY LEADER CHAIR
SENATOR. 18TH DISTRICT LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
Two LINCOLN HIGHWAY MEMBER
SuITE 401

EDISON, NJ 08820 BUDGET & APPROPRIATIONS

TEL: (732) 205-1372

August 26, 2010

Dear Commissioner Schundler,

Y esterday, we learned the State of New Jersey was forced to forgo $400 million in vital
education funding due to a simple but, unfortunately, decisive error on the state's
application for the “Race to the Top” competition.

As Chair of the Senate L egidlative Oversight Committee, | have called a meeting to
determine the source of the breakdown in the state’ s application process that caused this
fatal error to occur. The goal of the committee will be to establish safeguards within the
preparation process of similar applications to ensure that the taxpayers of New Jersey do
not miss out on additional federal funding for which the state qualifies.

To do this, we will need to piece together the chain of eventsthat led to thiserror. It isfor
this reason that | am making aformal request for all materials related to “ Race to the
Top” funding, including any draft materials prepared for the application process. It is my
hope that you will comply in atimely manner so that we can ensure the integrity of our
government process and prevent alapse of thiskind in the future.

Thank you in advance for your immediate attention to this request.

Sincerely,

b (Leowe

Barbara Buono
Chair, Senate Legidative Oversight Committee



State of New Jersey
Department of Education
GOVERNMENT RECORDS REQUEST FORM

Important Notice
The reverse side of this form contains important information related to your rights concerning government records. Please read it carefully.
In addition, please note that you may complete and submit requests electronically on the Internet at www.nj.gov/opra.

Requestor Information — Please Print Payment Information

i izati 30.00
First Name Barbara MI Last Name Buono Maximum Authorization Cost $7
Company New Jersey Senate Select Payment Method

Two Lincoln Highway, Suite 401
Mailing Address Cash Check X Money Order
City Edison State NJ Zip 08820 Email SenBuono@nijleg.org
Business Hours Telephone:  Area Code 732 Number 205-1372 Extension Fees:  Pages 1-10 @30.75
Pages 11-20 @$%$0.50

Preferred Delivery: Pick Up US Mail On Site Inspect X Pages 21 - @%$0.25
Circle One: Under penalty of N.J.S.A. 2C:28-3, | certify that | HAVE / been convicted of any Delivery: Delivery / postage fees
indictable offense under the laws of New Jersey, any other state, or the United States. additional depending upon

delivery type.

Extras: Extraordinary service fees
m)\ ‘: i LM August 26, 2010 dependent upon request.

Date

Signature

Record Request Information: To expedite the request, be as specific as possible in describing the records being requested. Also, please
include the type of access requested (copying or inspection), and if data, the medium requested.

All documents prepared, received, maintained, controlled or otherwise possessed by you , your employees or any independent contractors
employed by the New Jersey Department of Education related to, discussing or describing New Jersey’s 2010 application to the U.S. Department
of Education for T he Race to the Top Funding . Your response shall include, but not be limited to, any and all correspondence, memorandums,
alternate versions of the application, and electronic communication, in any form.

STATE USE ONLY STATE USE ONLY STATE USE ONLY
Disposition Notes Tracking Information Final Cost
Est. Document Cost Custodign: If any part of request cannot be Tracking # Total
- delivered in seven business days, _— )
Est. Delivery Cost detail reasons here. RecdDate Deposit
Ready Date Balance Due
Est. Extras Cost Total Pages - Balance Paid
Total Est. Cost Records Provided

Deposit Amount

Estimated Balance

Deposit Date In Progress - Open
Denied - Closed
Filled - Closed

Partial - Closed Custodian Signature Date



P22
HAVE NOT been
United States.


Requesting Access to Government Records Under the New Jersey Open Public Records Act (N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq.)

1. Inorder to request access to government records under OPRA, you must complete all the required portions of and date this
reguest form and deliver it in person during regular business hours or by mail, fax or electronically to the appropriate
custodian of the record requested. Y our request is not considered filed until the appropriate custodian of the record requested
has received a completed request form. If you submit the request form to any other officer or employee of the Department of
Education, that officer or employee does not have the authority to accept your request form on behalf of the Department of
Education and you will be directed to the appropriate division custodian. Descriptions of the divisions and agencies of the
Department of Education can be found at www.state.nj.us/education.

2. If you submit arequest for access to government records to someone other than the appropriate custodian, do not complete the
Department of Education request form, or attempt to make a request for access by telephone or fax; the Open Public Records
Act and its deadlines, restrictions and remedies will not apply to your request.

3. Thefeesfor duplication of agovernment record in printed form are listed on the front of thisform. We will notify you of any
specia charges, special service charges or other additional charges authorized by State law or regulation before processing
your request. Payment shall be made by cash, check or money order payable to the State of New Jersey.

4. Ifitisnecessary for the records custodian to contact you concerning your request, providing identifying information, such as
name, address and telephone number or an e-mail addressis required. Where contact is not necessary, anonymous requests
are permitted; except that anonymous requests for personal information are not honored.

5. A 50% deposit must accompany requests with estimated fees exceeding $25. Anonymous requests, when permitted, require
adeposit of 100% of estimated fees. Y ou agree to pay the balance due upon delivery of the records.

6. Under OPRA, acustodian must deny access to a person who has been convicted of an indictable offensein New Jersey, any
other state, or the United States, and who is seeking government records containing personal information pertaining to the
person’svictim or the victim’s family.

7. By law, the Department of Education must notify you that it grants or denies a request for access to government records
within seven business days after the custodian of the record requested receives the request, provided that the record is
currently available and not in storage. If the record requested is not currently available or isin storage, the custodian will
advise you within seven business days when the record can be made available and the estimated cost. Y ou may agree with
the custodian to extend the time for making records available, or granting or denying your request.

8. You may be denied access to a government record if your request would substantially disrupt agency operations and the
custodian is unable to reach a reasonabl e solution with you.

9. If the Department of Education is unable to comply with your request for access to a government record, the custodian will
indicate the reasons for denia on the request form and send you a signed and dated copy.

10. Except as otherwise provided by law or by agreement with the requester, if the custodian of the record requested fails to
respond to you within seven business days of receiving a request form, the failure to respond will be considered adenial of
your request.

11. If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the time permitted by law, you have a
right to challenge the decision by the Department of Education to deny access. At your option, you may either institute a
proceeding in the Superior Court of New Jersey or file acomplaint in writing with the Government Records Council (GRC).
Y ou may contact the GRC by toll-free telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at PO Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625, by e-mail at
grc@dca.state.nj.us, or at their web site at www.state.nj.us/grc. The Council can also answer other questions about the law.

12. Information provided on this form may be subject to disclosure under the Open Public Records Act.

13. To contact the Records Custodian of the Department of Education:

OPRA Custodian

New Jer sey Department of Education
100 Riverview Plaza, PO Box 500
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500

Phone: (609) 943-4599

Fax: (609) 633-9553

NJDE :OPRA/records request form





